Name:________________


Thesis Statement Rubric
Thesis = Position (opinion that can be supported by evidence)

+

Road Map (reasons why you have that opinion)

Once you have a thesis statement, support it with Evidence (reasons why) = Facts/Quotes/Events that support your position

Thesis: Summer is the best time of year in Alaska because the 1) sunshine and 2) warmth make possible a wide variety of 3) outdoor activities.

Evidence:

1. In June and July, Fairbanks enjoys more that 20 hours of daylight, compared to just 3 hours of daylight on the winter solstice.

2. Summer days can reach 80 degrees or more in the summer, compared to lows in the -40s in the winter.

3. The spring melt brings fish to the rivers, wildflowers to the mountains and vegetables to backyard gardens. 

	Part 1: Position + Road Map 
3 points
	Points
	Comments

	Thesis clearly addresses the content of the article 1 point
	
	

	Thesis includes position (an opinion that can be supported with evidence) 1 point
	
	

	Thesis includes a road map (reasons for your opinion) 1 point
	
	

	Part 2: Evidence
2 points
	
	

	First piece of evidence clearly supports the writer’s position 1 point
	
	

	Second piece of evidence clearly supports the writer’s position 1 point
	
	

	Total (out of 5 points)
	
	


