Book Reviews

The purpose of a book review is to let the reader know what the book is about and whether the reviewer thinks the book is any good. This way the reader can decide whether or not the book is right for them to read. 

Book reviews are made up of certain things. You are going to look at 2 separate book reviews to identify how book review writing is different from other writing and to think about how other readers have evaluated the books you have read. Then, you will write a review of your own. 
The following are examples of how book reviewers format their reviews. Pay attention to the details listed below when you read reviews and be sure to take what you learn/notice from the reviews of others and apply them to reviews of your own. 

Content (What they say)

Book reviews contain a number of things. The main things they tell us are:

· Author and title

· The genre or type of story it is (i.e. fiction/non-fiction, horror, comedy, etc.)

· A summary of the plot

· Who the main characters are 

· The reviewer’s personal opinion and recommendations

Style (How they say it)

· Reviewers often try to include a ‘snappy’ beginning to get the reader’s attention. 
· Reviewers use many varied adjectives (describing words) to describe the characters or setting. Such as ‘Sophisticated and beautiful imagery’.
· Reviewers use sound devices like alliteration (where the first sound of a word is repeated). Such as ‘Family friendly affair.’
· Reviewers sometimes use quotations from other places to describe the book.
· Reviewers use tone to infer their feelings about the book and be suggestive about their opinion without just stating it.
Your Tasks: 

Part 1 (turn this page in with your rough draft)
Using the features identified on the previous page, find and analyze 2 book reviews on the book you will be reviewing for the Reading Wall.  Once you have finished reading the reviews, site the sources on a piece of paper as follows: WEBSITE, NAME OF REVIEWER, TITLE OF REVIEW, NAME OF BOOK, AUTHOR

For each review, answer the following questions:

What do you like or dislike about each review? 
Review 1:

Review 2:

How are they similar and/or different? 
Similarities:

Differences:

Which one do you like the best? Why?
My favourite article was #_____ because:

Once you have finished answering the questions above, write a rough draft of your book review and turn it in. 
Part 2

The final draft should contain all of the elements below:
Presentation (How it looks on the page)

Reviewers use many different presentational devices. For our book reviews they must include:

· Author and title of the book

· A picture/drawing that represents the meaning of the story or captures something significant about it

· The final draft of your book review
Helpful Search Hints:

· Search for the title of the book as well as the author

· If the book is a part of series and you can’t find a review of your book, try looking for a review of the series
